Table 1 – Summary of the definition of fast-growing species over time found in literature.
	Year
	Definition
	Productivity threshold
(m3 ha-1 year-1)
	Productivity threshold
(Mg ha-1 year-1)
	Rotation period (year)
	Reference

	1965
	“Fast-growing species are considered as those capable of a mean annual increment of at least 10 cubic meters per hectare under favorable site conditions and providing appropriate techniques are used for ground preparation and for the establishment, care and tending of the plantations”
	10
	-
	-
	FAO (1965)

	1980
	“…it can be considered as fast-growing a species whose mean increment, under conditions of average fertility, may exceed 10 m3 per hectare per year at the age of 20-25 years...but not if a species reaches such levels of production at the age of 40-50 years”
	10
	-
	20-25
	Ciancio et al. (1980)

	2003
	“Fast-wood plantations...are intensively managed commercial plantations, set in blocks of a single species, which produce industrial round wood at high growth rates (mean annual increment of no less than 15 m3 per hectare) and which are harvested in less than 20-year rotation”
	15
	-
	< 20
	Cossalter and Pye-Smith (2003)

	2006
	“Short-rotation forestry is defined...as the silvicultural practice under which high-density, sustainable plantations of fast-growing tree species produce woody biomass on agricultural land or on fertile but degraded forest land. Trees are grown either as single stems or as coppice systems, with a rotation period of less than 30 years and with an annual woody production of at least 10 tonnes of dry matter or 25 m3 per hectare”
	25
	10
	< 30
	Christersson and Verma (2006)

	2012
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“Short rotation plantations usually have a rotation cycle ranging from 3 to 6 years, in some cases even 1-2 years. They involve fast growing tree species planted at very high density with up to 10’000 trees per hectare.....the annual yield of biomass produced could then be as high as 20 tonnes (Mg) of dry matter per ha per year, if the soil and moisture conditions are optimal, and appropriate fertilisers are used”
	-
	20
	3-6
	Mosiej et al. (2012)



