Fig. 1: Measured parameters within sampled whorl sections.

Fig. 2: Categorisation of levels of wood decay. Left: Level I – decay is confined to the branch stub, right: Level II – decay has spread from the pruned branch into the stem wood.

Fig. 3: Occlusion time (OT) as a function of branch diameter (BD) with marker types indicating branch stub length (BSL). Level II decay is indicated by red markers (n=63).

Fig. 4: Occlusion time (OT) as a function of branch stub length (BSL) (n=30). Size of the markers corresponds to branch diameter (BD), size of data points are proportional to branch diameter. Level II decay is indicated in red.

Fig 5: Occlusion time (OT) as a function of radial increment during occlusion (irO) (n=63). Size of the markers corresponds to branch diameter (BD), size of data points are proportional to branch diameter. Level II decay is indicated in red.

Fig. 6: Percentage frequency of the three levels of decay following artificial pruning (n=85).

Fig. 7: Percentage frequency of the three levels of decay following artificial pruning for different branch diameters with BSL <0.5 cm (n=34).

